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N India, women are the key to

household food and nutritional
security. They help in maintaining food
production, economic access to avail-
able food and diversification of food
for nutriticnal security, while facing
enormoussocial, cultural and economic
constraints. Women also participate
inmany production and food-process-
ingoperations, includingstorage, pack-
aging, transport and marketing, and
spend considerable time in manage-
ment of farm-animals, besides respon-
sibifity of cooking

it is iIndeed encouraging that our Na-
tional Agricultural Research System, com-
prising [CAR Institutes and State Agricul-
tural Universities, has laid considerable
emphasis on various aspects rejating to
women in agriculture. About 20 home-
science colleges provide technical train-
ing en food and nutrition, child and
human development, family-resource
management, clothing and textites and
extension education at the undergradu-
ate and post-graduate levels for girl-
students. In SALls, these colleges have

specific technologies, and to develop
extension modelsin generating subsid-
jary income through poultry, animal
husbandry, apiary, fisheries, sericulture
etc. Besides, most of the ICAR institutes
have research programmes related to
development of technologies suiting
farm~women, Ouragricultural engineer-
ing collegesand institutes have evolved
small tools and implements especially
for farm-women for improvirg their
efficiency in various farm and post-
harvest operations. Techno-literacy of
womenandincreased

food. All these op-
erationsthey perform
remarkably weliwith-
out any formal train-
ing, But, despite the
,Overa | developments
" in India, women in
manyvillages still carry
water, fuel and fod-
der from long dis-
tances. The drudgery
in their ‘on farm’ and
‘off farm’ work affect
their efficiency
adversely.

Teday, women's
technological em-

education will have
substantial impact on
the adoption of im-
proved techinologies
in agriculture. Cur all
the 261 Krishi Vigyan
Kendras have trained
home-science facuity
for training farm-
wiomen and girls, and
the results so far are
indeed commend-
able.

The above efforis
by the National Agri-
cultural Research Sys-
ters are at the best

powermentand edu-

cation are the key is-

sties before the societyfor savingthem
from drudgery. And also for agricul-
fural growth \ it is necessary to address
these concerns on priority.

To empower farm-women to per-
form effectively and efficiently, we must
improve theirphysical and human capi-
tal. Wamen's abilitiescan be enhanced
by improving their access to resources,
technology and information. All tech-
nology development programmeshave
generally been carried out on the as-
sumption that technologies are gender
neutral or gender bias does notmatter.
But women have quite different levels
of education, experiences, skills, phy-
sique, stamina, compared to men.
Therefore, there is need to design ap-
propriate technologiesforfarm-women
matehing to their anthropometric ca-
pabilities and limitations.
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specific mandate to address problems
of farm-families and for improving gual-
ity of their life. Rural home work experi-
ence (RHWE), a new scheme, has been
addedin the curticulum of home science
to draw rural- families close to scientific
developments. In 1986, the ICAR had
started an All-India Co-ordinated Re-
search Project on Home Science to un-
dertake relevant research programmes
for developing technologies for the bet-
termenit of rural-families and for women
empowerment. Arid during Vill Five-Year
Plan, ICAR took initiative to establish a
National Research Centre for Women in
Agriculture. The Cenffe is mandated to
build a database on women in agricul-
ture and on impact of agricuftural mod-
ernization on farm-women, ergonomic
management of farm-women's drudgery,
development and promotion of women

modest and have to

be intensified to har-
ness vast unrealized potential existing
withinwomen-powerinrural India. We
have 1o increase access to improved
technologies and knowledge to our
farm-women, and use their expertise in
evaluation of new technologies and
development of techinologies that not
only relieves women’s drudgery but
also make their life safe and comfort-
able. It is the most important issue
today if we want sustainable house-
hold food and nutritional security, It is
miy firm belief that alf concerned will
appreciate this hitherto untapped po-
tential, and make efforts to hatness the
same to full advantage to attain re-
quired prosperity in our rural society,
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