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The Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) organized the award 
ceremony in hybrid mode to confer ‘Dr MS Swaminathan Award for Leadership in 
Agriculture’ at the Krishi Anusandhan Bhawan II, Pusa Campus, New Delhi on 30 
November, 2021. The Award Function was very successful and well attended offline 
and online by a large number of scientists the world over. Dr K. VijayRaghavan, 
Principal Scientific Adviser, Govt. of India was the Chief Guest. The dignitaries who 
graced the occasion included: Dr Raj Paroda, Chairman, TAAS and former 
Secretary, DAE &DG, ICAR; Dr Soumya Swaminathan, Chief Scientist, WHO; 
Gurbachan Singh, Vice Chairman and former Chairman, ASRB; Prof. RB Singh, 
former President, NAAS; and Dr Mohan Saxena, former awardee and former ADG, 
ICARDA, the two awardees Dr Shenggen Fan, Former Director General, IFPRI; and 
Dr Adel El Beltagi, Former Director General, ICARDA; distinguished Trustees of 
TAAS; DDGs, ADGs and Directors of ICAR institutes; Vice Chancellors of SAUs; 
Heads of Regional Offices of CGIAR institutes; and several distinguished invitees 
from India and abroad. 

The Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) under the leadership of 
Dr Raj Paroda has instituted this prestigious Award in 2004 in the honor of Dr MS 
Swaminathan with the objective to recognize life time contributions of eminent 
persons who have made global impact in the field of agriculture including food 
security and sustainability of agriculture in India. The outstanding contributions of Dr 
Swaminathan towards agricultural renaissance of India are indeed very well known 
world-wide. A great visionary and crusader, he has been the main architect of ‘Green 
Revolution’. 
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The award is given every year.  TAAS 
has so far conferred ten (10) such 
awards in the past to renowned 
scientists, namely, Drs Norman 
Borlaug, GS Khush, Surinder Vasal, 
Rattan Lal, Sanjay Rajaram, Mohan 
Saxena, William Dar, Thomas 
Lumpkin, Uma Lele and John Dixon. 

Today, TAAS has conferred the XIth 
Award for the year 2020 to Dr 
Shenggen Fan, Former Director 
General, IFPRI for his life time 
contribution in the area of transition 
economics and rural development in 
China, and ambitious program on 
good policy and nutritional security 
research in India and South Asia. 

 

 

 

The XIIth Award for the year 2021 was 
conferred on Adel El Beltagy, Former 
Director General, ICARDA for his life time 
contributions in national, regional and 
international agricultural research that 
changed the lives of poor farmers of 
West Asia, North Africa (CWANA) and 
Central Asia and Caucasus (CAC) 
countries. 
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