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Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Award for Leadership in Agriculture 
 

The Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) has instituted an 
Award in honour of the renowned agricultural scientist, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, whose 
pioneering contributions to Indian Agriculture led to the Green Revolution in late 1960s, 
which resulted in food self-sufficiency and enormous national pride. 
 

The Award is given annually to a person, for providing outstanding leadership in 
agriculture as demonstrated by his/her significant contributions towards overall 
agricultural growth in the developing world. 
 
First Award  
 

The First Award was presented to Dr. Norman E Borlaug, by the Hon’ble President 
of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam on March 15, 2005, at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.  Dr. 
Borlaug is recognized, the world over, as a great leader in agriculture whose 
contributions have changed the face of agriculture in the developing world. He is the only 
agricultural scientist who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970 for his services to 
human welfare. The Highlights of the First Award Ceremony are available on TAAS 
website (www.taas.in).  
 
Second Award  

 
The Second Award was presented to another distinguished agricultural scientist, 

Dr. G.S. Khush, an eminent rice-breeder and the World Food Laureate by the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, on October 9, 2006 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, 
during the Inaugural Session of the International Rice Congress attend by over 1300 
delegates from all over the world. Dr. Khush is currently the Adjunct Professor, 
University of California, Davis, USA. 

 
The brief ceremony comprised reading of the citation (Annexure I), followed by 

presentation of the Award Trophy and the citation scroll. 
 
 

 



 
 

  
 

Dr. G.S Khush receiving the Citation from the Prime Minister in the presence of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan 
and Dr. Robert Zeigler, Director General, International Rice Research Institute  

 
 

In his address, the Hon’ble Prime Minister lauded the contributions of Dr. Khush 
and congratulated him on receiving this prestigious Award. He also wished that Dr. 
Khush would continue receiving many such laurels in future for his contributions towards 
betterment of society in the developing world.  
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